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was deferred, 
Cause to for politica! 
Though the political arguments against it 
have become weaker, but 
with the lapse of time, it has been under 
taken clearly under Germany's 
and at the moment when the German | 
offertsive has suffered, in the Valois the 
the most serious of its 
checks. We may infer that the Austrian 
at this juncture, 
despite the political risks to the Dua! 
Monarchy which it involves, because it 
was a matter of very urgent hecessity that 
it should be undertaken for the purpose 
of relieving the German situation in 
France. It would have relieved that situa. 
tion enormously if it had succeeded. The 
repetition of such a disaster as the Italian 
Army suffered at Caporetto last autumn 
must have had the same result of divert- 
ing to the Italian front all the available 
Allied reserves and so must have com - 
promised General Foch's task in France. 
In the event the Austrian offensive pro 
mises to produce a very different result 
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German divisions have been engaged. 
Some seventy Austrian divisions, constitut- 
ing the whole’of the effective forces of 
Dual Monarchy, have been identified 

the Italian front, and of these about half 
have been thrown already into the , 
In Proportion to the strength engaged 
results of the offensive, after five days’ 
fighting, are trivial. On the mountain 
front, which was the vita] front, it broke 
down absolutely on the first. day, and 


Treasury, 
strictly and 


while War Savings 
£1,000,000. made 


accou for 


of. the middle 
and lower reaches of the river, where they 
‘are effectively contained and exposed to 
very heavy loss by the offensive-defensive 
tactics of the Italians, Ina similar situa- 
tion in France the Germans would by 
this time have broken off such an expen- 
sive and unprofitable action. The Austrians 
cannot afford to break it of without a 
confession of failure which must. react 
disastrously on their political situation. 
We must expect, therefore, that the enemy 
will put forth the most violent efforts to 
achieve some substantial Success; but 
there is every reason to suppose that, if 
It becomes a matter of calling in reserves 
from other fronts, the cal] will not be for 
Allied, but for German. reserves, 
The more the proceedings of their 
brilliant second” in Italy threaten to 
afford them not relief, but a costly’ en- 
| tanglement, the more urgent becomes the 
necessity of the Germans to seek a rapid i bara vs ae £812.903 
decision in France, If the Austrian offen- | sey aa of th i ia 
sive had gone well from the outset, the amounted ix £600.744, me} 
Germans could have alforded to bide their | the EE mó te pe 
time for a little until the rogress of | ce“ : 
Mere in Italy began to react oaade in ain ir ama 
their favour upon the situation in France. 
lt has not gone well; and the Germans 
l have a new urgency for decisive action 
| lest the progress of events in Italy should 
| Son begin to operate strongly to their 
detriment upon the situation in France, | 
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A RAID FOR ARMs, 


party of four masked men, armed only 
with walking siicks, visited th. residence of Mr. 
i'Jdohn Forrestal. farmer, Kilcullen. Enniscorthy, 
Í &nd carried out a search for arms. The only 
i CCcupants of the the time were 
| Forre tal's aged father and two sistorsa. 
| faidera discovered an old fowling piece, 
they carried away. They then went to 
houses in the same townland, 
proved frutiess District 
| Tospecior Heggart, Enniscorthy. visited the dis- 
trict, and made an mvestigation, but so far 
Bo one has been connected with the raid 
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Fieid-Marsha! His Excelleney Viscount French. 
IK P. received at the Cuaille de. 
| putations from the f. liowing bodies -—The Royal 
| Dublin BSeciety, the Genera! Synod of the 
He puts ho limit te the Ireland, the Genera] Aseembly of 
The various | the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, the Con 
departm nts compete with one another | poration of Beifast, the Royal College of Bur. 
for the services of clerks and ‘ypists, and | feows, the Royal Ireh Academy of Music, and 
It appears that all the Civil Service | the Dublin Chamber of Commerce, who pre- 
standards of efficiency bave gone by the | *ented hun with addresses of welcome on bis 
board. Mr. Law says that during the | “PPoimtment as Lord Lieutenant. 


last twe th ls have been |. The Seputations were received in 
ast two months specia paneis have been | Counell Chamber, where His Excellency wen 
engaged on the checking of these abuses ; 


accompanied by the Under-Secretary. Sir 
but Sir John Bradbury 8 Committee has William Byrne K.C.V.0., end atiended by 
suggested the proper remedy~—-namely, the Leeutenant-Colone!] Brinsley PiteGerald. C.B.. 
prompt restoration of the authority of the | Private Secretary, Lieutenant-Colone! Viscount 
Civil Service Commission. Only one | Cole, CM.G » ADC. Captain Arthur Pits. 
public department has not increased in | Gerald, A.D C -in-Waiting. 
size since the beginning of the war. The 
Treasury. which has the financial control 
of all the other departments, ia still The Food Control Uommi ttes 
manned by only thirty-eight persons. On sion of gusting tn the yas thar had 
this the Select Committee on Expenditure | ton. and delivered free a 
has remarked that “it is not really an | of hese potatoes are 
example of economy to keep the forces that | 
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Instead of adding a new em barress- 
ment to the Allies, it wery well may and, 
we hope, will prove a new end costly 
entanglement for the Germans. The 
Austrian offensive, from the enemy's point 
of view, cannot afford to fail, Politically 
it is a desperat® gamble. is success 
might pull the Dual Monarch y* together 
and enable the Government to rule with 
& strong hand; its failure might be ruin 
for the Government and the ‘signal for a 
real insurrection, and must st least reduce 
itary impotence.” With 

eo much at stake it must be fought 
á ovtrence; and, if necessary, it must be 
As yet no 
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i Berry, 

hitherte 
make for economy at a minimum." The | 2 
Treasury's modest thirty-eight ont of a | 
total of 94,500 salaried officials illustrate ; 
the whole trouble. Mr. Asquith #bolished| , 
the effective contra] of the Treasury over | 
national expenditure. My. Bonar Ay 
cannot control it, because no ome man can 
combine satisfactorily the three-fold duties 
of Chancellor of the Exchequer, member of 
the War Cabinet, and jeader of the H 
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over expenditure mast be restored to the 


Although it could not be expected that War 
Bond sales would be kept up to the high 
week 
was 4 reflection of 

half-yearly War Loan 
confessed that the 
somewhat disappointing. The 
hopes to finance the war in 

by these securities, and the 
The re- 
port of the Executive of the Leinster and 
Connaught War Savings Committee, which 
is highly gratifying. 
a half months which 
of War 
to. 
the last fort- 

night in May and for the first fortnight of 
and 
e report shows 
that there has been a wonderfui expansion 
m the demand for War Savings Certifi- 
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further advance. The Italians have fought 
splendidly t , and have also owed 


y 
much to the firm 


mentions regiments which gee | 
distinguished themselves. As no Iris 

regiment is among them, I presume that 
no Irish battalion was engaged. In fact, 
I fancy that Sir Douglas Hai ‘was not in 
& position to spare any of depleted 
Irish divisions for Italy. 

I suppose we have heard the last of the 
Madsen gun for some time. Mr, Mac. 
herson, who was present at the trials 
ba Friday, sfated 


to report se 
pla 
order—first, the 
Hotchkiss, It is 
satisfactory to know that the gain at 
present in service gives so much satisfac- 
tion to the experts, as it would impair the 
confidence of our gunners if they thought 
there was a better weapon in existence. 
Queen Alexandra, looking wonderfully 
well and “youthful, drove through the 
streets this afternoon in an open carriage 
to express her appreciation of the work 
done by the ladies selling roses to mark 
the day. She had a warm welcome from 


crowds of women, who waited hours in 
some places to see her go by. . Queen 
Alexandra has a very firm place in the 
affections of English people, and it was 
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SPEECH BY SIR THOMAs 
RUSSELL, 
The andual meeting of the 
Development Associatic 
Hall, Cork, yesterday. 
Cork presided, and the 
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(Hear, hear.) 
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(‘ast lecomer Collieries, Limited 
thanki the Assoc iat j m f i 
tendered in bringing railway , 
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& letter was read ‘ a 
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a matter of considerable satisfaction to 
them to-day to see that time deals go 


gently with their favourite. 

Lord Beaverbrook, Minister of Informa- 
ton, this afterndon bpened at 2 Norfolk 
street, Strand, an Overseas Press Centre. 
It is a well fitted, comfortable place, where 


properly accredited correspondents will be 
provided with a rallying point for obtaining 
trustworthy information for their journals 
from the best sible sources. V riting, 
erence rooms are atranced, 
with facilities for telephoning, telegraph- | 
ing, and cabling, while special correspon- 

dents will be able to secure permission to 


| Visit any centre of industry connected with 
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in an unlawful; in the House of Lords to 
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remove their hats | 
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the war, and proper facilities to «mooth | 
their paths. A number of journalists 
from the Overseas Dominions. the Allied | 


and the neutral Press were present during | > 
| the proceedings, and expressed their re | 
r their 


ciation of the arrangements made fo 
convenience. 

A debate on Irish affairs will be raised | 
: morrow by the 
Marquis of Londonderry, »who intends io 
call attention to the policy of His 
Majesty's Government in Ireland. and to 
move for papers. It is his intention to be 


to | strongly critical, bat he does not propose 


to confine his attention to what he regards 
as the shortcomings of the present Govern- | 
ment, being of opinion that Mr. Duke and | 
Mr. Birrell were alike gridvously to blame. | 
Lord Londonderry has no desire to injure 
the Government, but simply to impress 
upon them what, in his opinion, is the 
right course. He holds, nevertheless, that 
ireland is less to be blamed for her failure 
to take due share in the war than those 


| who have pursued wrong lines in govern. 


I 
i 


ing her. Karl Curzon will teply on behalf 
of the Government, and it is understood 
that Lord Armaghdale, the Marquis of 
Lansdowne, Lord MacDonnell: and Lord 
Vranmore and Browne will be among the 


| other speakers, 


Í in the Londen Gecette the previous night 
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ing of the indulgence shown by our 
authorities to the enemy and their friends 
and belongings, both at home and abroad. 
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dignation on the subject, but, to judge 
from the way in which they answer ques- 
tions, Ministers are quite unaware of it.”’ | 
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REAR-ADMIRAL HALSEY’S 
APPOINTMENT. 
‘ 2 
Dr. Macnamara, in the House of Commons 
yesterday, informed Mr. George Lambert That 
changes had recently been effected im | 
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THE MILITARY CROSS. 


Captain John T, Mason, Royil Sussex Reg: 
ment, con of Professor Mason, of the Depart 
ment of Agriculture for Ireland has been 
ewarded the Military Cross ain Mason | 
was & member of Trinity College O.T.C in 1914 
was in France since February, 1915 was 
wounded in 1916, and promoted ia his captaincy 
before his twenty-first tirthday—May, 1916 

Lieutenant L. HR. Vsughan R.E.. has been 
awarded the Military ross for services in | 
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Vaughan, Garth, Portmadoc 
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WESTERN FRONT. 
ATTEMPTED ADVANCE 
ON RHEIMS. 
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GERMANS REPULSED AT 
ALL POINTS. 
began what looked like a new 
offensive on the Rheims front vesterday. 
It opened at six o’clock with a violent 
bombardment, followed by an infantry 
attack between Vrigny and La Pompelie. 
The French directed a decimating fire 
on the advancing waves: and after several 
unsuccessful attempts to reach the French 
Positions the enemy was compelied to 
fall back. Violent combats took place 
in the environs of Rheims, in the 
of which the Germans suffered heavy: 
losses, and Were evervw here repulsed. 
British carried out some successful raids. 
In one of which they recaptured a 
taken by the enemy on the 4th 
Hostile artitiery Was very active 
of the line, On the 18th inst.. RP 
airmen destroyed 15 German 
and drove down five others, 
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On th June 17th-18th 
yesterday. the enemy did not renew the attack 
irom the Asiago Plateau to the Montelio His | 
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IRISH REPUBLICANS. 


SEVEN ARRESTS IN AUSTRALIA. 
A Reuter Melbourne message, dated yester- 
day, says:—Mr. Watt, Acting Prime Minister, 
has announced that the Government has ar- 
rested seven ringleaders of the Irish R€publi- 
can Brotherhood who had secretly organised 
the establishment of an Irish Republic, inde- 
pendent of Great Britain, and had planned to 
enrol volunteers, and de 'spaich them to Ireland 
to aid an armed revolt there. 
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“SWEEP ALL BEFORE YOU.” 


AUSTRIAN COMMANDER’S BATTLE CRY. 
An Italian semi-official communiqué states— 
The very high importance which the Austrians 
attribute to the offensive in Italy becomes 
aiweys more apparen, from the documents 
whieh continue to fall inte the bands of the 
Italians The politicgl-military idea of the 
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THE ATTACK ON RHEIMS. 
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the French Army, telegraphing yesterday, 
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In the House of Lords the bey Corporation 
Bill waa read a third time and passed. 

Sir William James Tatem will take the title 
of Baron Glanely of St. Fagans, in the County 
of Glamorgan. 

At Abertillery yesterday fourteen men were 
fined 40s. each and one guimes caste for dis- 
turbing a meeting convened by the Mimistry 
of National Service. 

In a letter to the Duchess of Portland, Queen 
Alexandra feelingly expressed her thanks to 
all those who assisted yesterday in orgamming 


“ Alexandra Day.” 
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unregistered customer. 

A large number of military service commit 
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various Government Copartmerts. 
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The body of Lawrence Ri me of the 
victims of the Morecambe Bas Seain disaster, 
was vesterday washed ashore at Peel. Twelve 
of the seventeen victims are still misting. 

Sir Roderick Jones, speaking in London last 
sak] that we were on the eve of great 
changes in Russia, which would not be unbene- 
ficial from the point of view of the Allies. 

The Minister of Munitions states that about 
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Factory have received notice of discharge «on 
account of the reduction of the output required 

A railway mishap occurred at Penge late on 
Tueaday night, a passenger train colliding with 
a derailed goods waggom. A mumber of per- 
sons received injuries, three of them being more 
or jess seriously burt. 
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